- hs —— — 
r ⏑- üs. ̃] ⁰iNAA êé 
— 


- ? X 
: 3 


* 


By THOMAS WOODFORD, ILL. B. 


PREACHED 


At his leaving the Pariſh. 
Publiſh d at the Requeſt of the Ueſtry, 
Printed at LONDON, 1730. 


On February IF, 1735. 


SERMON 


ALL-HALLOWS 
ON 
LONDON- WALL. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — ̃ —— 


—— — ——— — —— — 


N— — —ä— — 


> 
—— — — — - 


HrBREWS XIL 14. 


Follow peace with all men, and holi- 
neſs, without which, no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. | 

A NY al ROM the latter part of this 

Text, (which I ſhall only 

treat upon at this time) it ap- 
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| INJ! pears, that Holineſs of life, is 
| THESE SAN: a qualification abſolutely ne- 
; ceflary for the ſeeing of God; 


or in other words is an indiſpenſable condi- | 


tion of true happineſs. 


For to fee God, is not to ſee him with 
bodily Eyes, God being a Spirit, and invi- 
ſible; and no man hath ſeen, or can ſee him 
in this ſenſe. 1 25 
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Wherefore when we ſpeak of ſeeing God, 
we mult underſtand it as an admittance to a 
ſpecial manifeſtation of his preſence, to an 
enjoyment of that ſatisfaction which ariſes 
from the delightful contemplation of his di- 
vine perfections, the bleſſed ſenſe of his fa- 
vour, the reſemblance and likeneſs that we 
ſhall bear to him, and the conſequential parti- 
cipation of that felicity and Beatitude, which 


is the never failing Companion of ſuch a, 


Reſemblance. In ſpeaking to theſe words, 


without Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, as 
thus explained, 


1/4. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew in the firſt 
place, that Holineſs and true Happineſs are 
inſeparable, and therefore not poſſible to be 
enjoyed by the Impure and Impious. 


And Secondly from thefe conſiderations, 
and others, which I ſhall offer, will be 
ſeen the great Danger of delaying the 
practice of Holineſs for a deathbed repen- 
tance. 


And Fir/t it will be evident that true 1 


Happineſs and Holineſs are inſeparable ; if 
we conſider that nothing can be the true 


happineſs of a Rational Being, that is incon- | 


fiſtent with Reaſon, 


For 
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For Happineſs in irſelf imports ſome- 
thing, that is agreeable; but nothing can be 


agreeable to a Reaſoning Nature, which 


is of a Nature directly COmmary'to It. 


800 hence it is, that if any pleaſure (ſo 


called) is introduced, or obtruded upon us 


by our ſenſual, or inferior Faculties, in op- 
poſition to Reaſon, it is always after a con- 
flict with, and conqueſt over Reaſon, the 
ſuperior Faculty ; ; and muſt therefore be ir- 
rational, and cannot be received, as true 
pleaſure, without a contradiction to the Ra- 
tional Nature. 


And therefore thoſe pleaſures ' only are 
- true, and to be reckoned into our happineſs, 
againſt which there lies no Reaſon; for where 


there is no Reaſon againſt a pleaſure, there 


is always one for it. 


And this is the caſe of Virtue, of Good- 


neſs, and Purity, which being in all things 
agreeable to Reaſon, are conſtantly attend- 


ed with Rational Pleaſures, which naturally 


ariſe in the mind, and remain with it after 
the practice of them; as every Good man 
feels within himſelf, and can therefore ex- 
perimentally bear Teſtimony to the truth 
of the Propoſition, that Holineſs and Hap- 


; pineſs are inſeparable. 


And 
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And this truth further appears, if we con- 
ſider God, as an All-wiſe, All-good, and 
All- perfect Being, free from all poſſible de- 
fect, and compleatly happy in the contem- 
plation of his own Divine Perfections, and 
particularly in the complacency he takes, 
in his own unlimited Goodneſs, and Holi- 
neſs. „ | 


And if we-conſider alſo, that the Good- 
neſs of God (the Creator) and the Good- 
neſs of man (the Creature and Image of 
- his Creator) are of the ſame kind and qua- 
lity, though not in quantity and perfe- 
&ion : We may thence reaſonably infer, that 
| ſince God is happy in the contemplation, 
and enjoyment of %%, Goodneſs, and Holi- 
neſs, man mult be ſo roo in the contempla- 


tion and enjoyment of his, though in a much 


leſs degree: or elſe one and the ſame Cauſe 
mult have different Effects, and Conſequen- 
ces; and Virtue wanting its natural and pro- 
per reward, may make it neceſſary for men, 


to ſeek for happineſs in Vice; and thus Vice 


would, in this caſe, rake the place of Virtue, 
and the nature of things be reverſed, which 


the All-wiſe, uniform, and unchangeable 


Author of nature can never allow. 
g * 


And 
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And therefore we may conclude. that if 
we are Holy, as God is Holy, we ſhall there- 


fore be happy, as he is happy, though in an 
infinitely leſs degree. 


And hence it is, that the devout Pſalmiſt 
in the Ixivth P/alm, ver. 10. faith, the r:gh- 
teous ſhall be glad in the Lord, and all the 
upright in heart ſhall glory; and ſo alſo the 


Apoſtle to the Galatians, cap. vi. ver. 4. di- 


res, that every man prove his works, i. e. by 
an impartial ſelf- examination approve them 
to God, and his own Conſcience ; and de- 
clares, as a Conſequence of it, that he ſhall 
have rejoicing in h1m/elf. 


In this State he will find his Judgment 


no longer condemning his Inclinations, nor 
his Inclinations rebelling againſt his Judg- 


ment, but his inferior Faculties w2// be (as 
they ought to be) ſubject to the ſuperior, the 


ſenſual to the rational; and when a man's 


Faculties are thus regulated, and all of them 
exerciſed about their proper Objects, ſuch a 
one does then truly enjoy the World, Him- 
ſelf, and God; and as he can (in theſe cir- 
cumſtances) ſpend his time delightfully in 
the contemplation, and imitation of God, 
according to his proportion of time here; he 
can ſpend his eternity in the contemplation, | 
and imitaion of God in Heaven without 

inter- 
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intermiſſion; and his Soul, which lived 
Religiouſly (and conſequently happily) on 
Earth, will live alſo happily in Heaven, 
carrying away with it the ſame Principles, 
and the ſame Temper it had while here, 
Death making no moral, or ſpiritual change 
in it. 


And it ſeems inconſiſtent with the tenor 
of the Goſpel, to ſuppoſe that Heaven, or 
Salvation, can be attained without ſuch a 
previous "Temper of Mind; for according 


to the Epiſtle to Titus, cap. ii. ver. 11, 12. 


The Grace of God, which bringeth Salva— 
tion, teaches us not only to deny all ungod- 
lineſs, and Worldiy Luſts, but alſo to live 
Soberiy, Righteouſly, and Godly in this 
preſent World. "Theſe therefore are the 
Terms of Salvation, they are the Eſſentials 
of Happineſs here, and are neceſſary pre- 
parations for it hereafter. They are the 
commencement, or infancy of the Heavenly 


ſtate; which though begun here, muſt, how- 


ever, receive the finiſhing ſtroke, and com- 
pletion in Reaven, where the faculties of the 


ſoul will be enlarged, advanced and exalted ; 
and the body at laſt being raiſed up, and 


refined into an incorruptible, and glorious 


body, will be re- united to its own ſoul; and 
thereupon the whole Man will be entirely 
ſuch as God deſigned he ſhould be, and in 
all reſpects, - ſuch as the Apoſtle to the He- 
e . brews, 
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brews, in the 22d Verſe (of the Chapter con- 
raining my Text,) deſcribes as fitted and pre- 
pared to be in the City of God, the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, wih the Company of An- 
gels, the general Aſſembly and Church of 
the firſt-born which are written in Heaven, 
and with God the Fudge of all, and with 
the Spirits of Fuſt Men made perfect, and 


nant. 


And this bleſſed Society, together with the 


Special Manifeſtations of God's Preſence, and 
the more immediate Communications with 
him in Heaven, will, as they are more tran- 


ſcendent there, than upon Earth, extremely 


heighten the Felicity of the Righteous. 


What other Joys are treaſured up in Hea- 
ven, for the pure in Spirit, we know not; 
but are ſure, they are ſuch, as no Tongue 
can tell, neither hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive. 


I have been the longer upon this Head, 
becauſe the Arguments uſed for proving 
Holineſs and Happineſs to be inſeparabie, 
do neceſſarily, and of themſelves prove, That 
true Happineſs is not poſſible to be enjoyed 


by the Impious and Impure. gd 
| 1B | Holineſs 
a | ; „ 


with Jeſus the Mediator of the new Cove 
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Holineſs and Impiety ate direct contraries ; no 
and as Happineſs is inſeparable from Holi- P9 
neſs, it cannot reſide in Impiety. Contrary wi 
Cauſes will have contrary Effects; and there- rhe 
fore ſince Purity produces Happineſs, Impu- | 
rity muſt neceſlarily produce Pain, and Miſery, "A 
And hence it is, that the All- perfect Being, me 
in whom compleat Happineſs dwells eſſen- Car 
tially and everlaſtingly, and who cannot, as He 
we are told in Hab. i. 13. bebold Evil, or look far 
on Iniquity with Approbation; has ſecluded the 
the Workers of Iniquity from Heaven and the 
Happineſs, and from his beatifick Preſence, ſtar 
and has denounced them to outer Darkneſs, the 
and Milery for ever. 455 - 
33 | 105 


And thus it is declared in 1/aiah lix. 2. fel 
and in I vii. your Iniquities have ſepa- P 
rated between you and your God, and your 
Sins have hid his Face from you. And ſo alſo N 


in the 1 Cor. vi, 9. it is declared that 7h? mur 
Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of mit) 
God, and the Reaſon of it is, becauſe cher 
they want that Religious Preparation and ba 

| lou 


Improvement which is fundamentally neceſ- 
ſary for Heaven; for the prime Happineſs of perfe 
Heaven is the Enjoyment of God; but none 


can enjoy God, that is not like him, nor Wer 
could Heaven be welcome, or agreeable ro e { 
a Man that wants the Temper of Heaven, obſti 
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no more ſo, than the pure Regions of the 
pureſt Ather, could be agreeable to a Man 


Whoſe Lungs are fitted, and „ to 


the groſſeſt Atmoſphere. 


| They, who could not ſpend one day in 
ſeven in ſuch Religious exerciſes, as Good 


men perform in this State of imperfection; 


can never bear an Eternity of ſuch Exerciſes 
in their greateſt perfection; they are here ſo 
far from feeling any comfort in them, that 
they are a weight and incumbrance upon 
them, and they find a reluctance and reſi- 
ſtance againſt them in their minds rendred by 
the habit of fin, of another make, than is ſuit- 
able for their reception in Heaven, being 
grown by cuſtom tobe earthly, baſe, and mean, 


of the ſame nature, and mould with the fondo - 


al pleaſures, they have been always purſuing, 


Neither can there be any delightful com- 
munion, where there is a ſtrangeneſs, or en- 
mity between the parties. What concord can 
there be between the Sons of God, and the 
Sons of Belial, between a wicked, ind mali⸗ 
cious Soul, and the Spirits of Juſt men made 
perfect? 


We fee even in this life, how ungrateful 


the ſociety of Good men 1s, to ſuch as are 
obſtinately and incorrigibly Wicked; and 
a8 it is in this, ſo, much more will it be in 
the other world. g 
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Such perſons as have been wholly given up 
to the falſe pleaſures of a debauch'd life, 
can never be fit company for thoſe Spiritual, 
and refined Minds, whoſe deſires, and En- 
joyments are as far exalted above every thing, 
that is groſs, and ſenſual, as Heaven is a- 
bove the Earth; and ſo alſo thoſe malicious 
tempers, whoſe delight upon Earth, was in 
nothing, but hatred, envy, and revenge, can 
never converſe in Heaven with thoſe bleſſed 
Spirits, who feed, and live upon no other 
pleaſures, but thoſe of Goodneſs, Holineſs, 
and Love. - 


What can be more impoſſible, than for 
wicked and impure minds to be made 
happy, in a place of perfe& righteouſneſs, 
ſo much the reverſe of what they had been 
accuſtomed to? or how can ſuch men enjo 
God who is purity, and Holineſs itſelf, the 
direct oppoſite to themſelves ? 


Wherefore if men would be happy, their 
| happineſs and ſalvation muſt begin here, and 
the kingdom of God muſt commence upon 
Earth, and as cuſtoms, and habits of fin are 
Bars in the way to it, and grow by degrees 
inflexible, and inveterate, we muſt therefore 
ſet about that neceſſary work of Reforma- 
tion immediately, and, as faſt as we can, 
break 1nto, and ſubdue thoſe ſtubborn habits a 
. | and 
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and though it proves a work of time, and 


labour to Effect, we muſt not however be 
diſpirited, nor doubt of an ample Recom- 
* at laſt. 


Heaven is a Glorious Prize worth contend- 


ing for; but it cannot be gained or aſcended 
to, with a load of ſins upon our Backs. 


Wherefore then do we delay purſuing che 
directions given us to put off the old man, 
to mortify the fleſh with the affections and 


luſts thereof, and to be renewed in the ſpirit 


of our minds, to purify ourſelves from all 
filthineſs both of fleſh, and ſpirit, and to 


perfect holineſs in the fear of God ? 


But how is perfedtion of Holineſs to be 


gained? Is it attainable in a moment? Can 


a child ſtart out into a Man of full growth in 


an inſtant? Or a babe of grace, become a 


perfect Saint of a ſudden? No! The tender 


Seedling newly ſown by the Husbandman, 
mult be cleared from the Weeds, that would 


other wiſe ſtifle, and choak its Growth, and 
muſt have time to riſe out of its bed of Earth, 
and gradually to unfold and ripen; fo like- 
wiſe, the Spiritual Seedling, the new born 


Creature juſt Regenerated, muſt firſt caſt off 


its habit of fin, and then by degrees grow in 
Grace, ſtretch out to maturity, and ſtep by 


ſtep, aſcend to Perfection, continually ob- 
taining 
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14 8 A Farewel-Sermon. 
taining new Diſpoſitions and Capacities from 
time to time. | 


4 And hence it is, that in the 1 Cor. iii. 9 
St. Paul deſcribes the Corinthians as God's 


Husbandry, "Tillage, and Building, Things 
that in their Nature, riſe not on a ſudden, 


but require Culture and Growth, Workman- 
ſhip and Time. 


| And therefore it becomes neceſſary for us, 
according to the Precepts and Rules laid 


down in the Scriptures, forthwith to begin 
this Glorious Change, and as new-born 
Babes, 7o deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
| that we may grow thereby in Grace, and in 


the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, | and to be Perfect, even as our Fa- 
ther in Heaven is Perfect, | going forward 
to this Perfection, ¶ and preſſing on to the 
Mark for the Prize of the high Calling of 


God in Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from Iniquity, and 


purify unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous 


of good Works. Conſidering, therefore, that 
Holineſs and Happineſs are inſeparable, and 
that they that deſire the one, muſt purſue 
the other; and, that if on the contrary, Ha- 


* Pet. ii. ver. 1, 2. 2 Pet. iii. ver. 18. 
. | Mar. v. 48. 

+ Hob. vi. ver. 1. 

J Philip. ii. ver. 14. sf 
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bits of Sin remove the Sinner to an infinite 
Diſtance from Felicity, both here and here- 
after : 5 


What a Condition muſt they be in, who 
defer the laying aſide their wicked Courſes, 
and neglect to take one Step in their Jour- 
ney towards Perfection, till there is no Time 

left for that Purpoſe, nor any thing remain- 
ing to truſt to, but a Death- bed Repentance, 

and the Mercy of an incens'd God at the 
Cloſe of a Sinful Life? 


The dangerous State of ſuch forlorn Crea- 
tures, is enough to chill one's Blood, and 
check its Courſe: And this dangerous and 
hazardous State is the Second and laſt thing 
I am now to ſpeak to. $ 


To evidence the Folly, and Danger of a 
Death-bed Sorrow, let us conſider what Sor- 
row is in itſelf, and we ſhall then find, that 
if it is taken by itſelf, it is not what is agree- 
able to God: for the indulgent Parent of 
Mankind, can n&ver be pleaſed with the 

Grief of his Children; but if that Grief pro- 
duces a Reſolution in the Sinner to ſhake off 
the Fetters of Sin, and works in him a Re- 
formation, then, indeed, God may be pleas'd 
with it, not for its own Sake, but becauſe it 
alters the Diſpoſition of the Sinner, and gives 
Birth to Holineſs, and conſequently tends to 
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make him happy; but in the Caſe before 
us, namely, the Caſe of a Death-bed Sor- 
row, there is no Opportunity left for ſuch 
a Change, ſince the Time of Action, and 
Reformation is at an End, and the Tryal 
over. 


A Man chat is accuſtomed to do Evil, can 
no more be good of a ſudden, than the 
Ethiopian can change his Skin, or the Leo- 
pard his Spots; that is, it is morally impoſ- 
ſible for ſuch a Work to be effected in a ſhort 
Tract of Time; and, therefore, whoever is 
ſo infatuated, as to truſt his eternal Happi- 
neſs, and Salvation to a Death-bed Repen- 
tance; muſt vainly confide that God will 
forgive all his paſt Offences, and accept of 
Sorrow, for not being Holy, as a Recom- 
pence for want of actual Holineſs for the 
Time paſt. *** 


But what would this do, if it was ſo? 
admit for Argument ſake, that the Sin- 
ner was forgiven, yet this alone would not 
make him happy; for to this Purpoſe, not 
only Abſolution and Forgiveneſs is neceſſary; 
but God muſt be ſuppoſed to work, and the 

Sinner muſt preſumptuouſly and madly rely 


and depend that he will work a Miracle, bß 
entirely changing his State, transforming 
him into a new Creature, and grafting on 
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him an Habit of Piety, without which, it is 
no more poſſible for him to enjoy the Hap- 
pineſs of Heaven, than it is for Body to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of Spirit, or for Darkneſs 
to co-exiſt with Light. 


I cannot think of a better (though a low) 
Repreſentation of this terrible Danger, and 
Riſque, than by ſuppoſing a Man ſliding 
upon a quick Track of Ice leading directly 
to a Precipice, and that notwithſtanding the 
Calls, and Cries of his Friends, {ſtill keeps 
on, in Hopes, that his Sovereign, whom he 
had conſtantly defy'd, and againſt whom he 
had rebelled all his Life- time, would at that 


Criſis, and Nicety of Time, mercifully in- 


terpoſe, and not only prevent his dropping 
down into Perdition, but receive him into 
his Palace, as one of his Family. 


Such a Man thus unreaſonably expecting 
this Inter poſition, we ſhould, without more 
ado, pronounce to be diſtracted; and yet the 
Caſe of every Sinner is the ſame, or worſe; 
for he is gliding, and moving down by quick 
Paces to the Gulph of Hell; and though his 
paſt Life has been one Series of Affronts, 


expects at the laſt Article of Life, not 
0 
Deſtruction, bur to be entirely changed, and 
transformed from a Child of Darknefs into 


O | One 


Provocation, and Rebellion againſt God, yet 


to be ſaved by him from everlaſting 
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one of Light, his old Habit to be A .F 
off, and a new Spirit given him, even by thar 
God whoſe Calls he has lighted, whoſe Ser- 
vice, till then, he has contemned, whoſe 
Name he has deſpiſed, and the Blood of 
whoſe beloved Son he has trampled under 
Foot. | 


D 
C5 


When we reflect upon the Caſe of ſuch a ir 
Man, an Enemy to God, and yet hoping 5 
that God ſhould be his Friend; a Stranger f 
to Heaven, and yet deſiring to be there; a 
Child of Satan, and yet wiſhing to be ad— 
mitted amongſt the Children of God, with- MW b 
out any real Change of Mind, or any 


— — — gay, —— — 


Qualification, or aptneſs to thoſe Pur- 0 
| .  - Poles: ER 65 
| What ſhall we ſay of ſuch a Man? 5 

Can he reap where he hath not ſown? Can 4 


a laſt ineffective Remorſe change an old Habit | 
of Sin? Can a Death-bed Repentance, a a N 
meer paſſive Repentance extorted and forced 
from him by the inſtant Terrors of Death, 
and Hell, tranſport ſuch a Man to Heaven? b 
one who has left himſelf no Time to reform, ; 


| . ec 
or fit himſelf for it, or fo much as to evi- 4. 
dence any real Amendment of his Life or Eg 
Manners, and this too, contrary to the ex- 


reſs Declarations of the Scripture, that Fa 
without Holineſs, no Man ſhall fee the Lord, 


a nd 


d 


A Farewel-Sermon. I9 
and without Righteouſneſs, no Man ſhall in- 


berit the RAE of God. * 


Is this Hes poſſible? Yes. 


Almighty power can work anentire change 
in ſuch an offender, and infinite mercy can 
accept his Repentance, and deliver his Soul 
from the Pit; but the danger is ſo extremely 
great, that all hopes of Salvation vaniſh and 
diſappear when compared with the infinite 
odds on the other fide of the queſtion ; and 
the Riſque is increaſed and heightned by a 
probability, that the Sinner may either be 


deprived of his ſenſes in the critical points 


of time abſolutely neceſſary for Repentance, 
or his attention to this duty may be diverted 
by the bodily pains and agonies accompany- 
ing his death-bed, or perhaps the unprepa- 
red offender may unawares be overtaken by 
the avenging hand of God, and ſurprized by 
death, even then, when Repentance is entire- 


ly baniſhed from his * 
How great then, how unſpeakably oreat 


is the danger of this delay? Enough to ſtrike 


horroc into the moſt hardned, and abandon- 
ed Sinner, and one would think 1s abun- 
dantly ſoficient of itſelf to move us all, even 
now in this our day, to purſue the things 
that make for our peace, before they be hid 
from our Eyes, leſt being found at laſt to 

(2 = 


® x Cor. vi. ver. 9. 
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Ys 6. be earthly and ſenſual, and incapable of Spi- 
ritual life in Heaven, and utterly ftrangers 
to that Happineſs, which is the conſtant 
companion of Holineſs, we b& by our own 


choice, or neglect, and the Juſtice of God 
configned to the miſeries of Hell. 


Let us ariſe therefore, and make up our 
accounts with God, while he is ready to 
meet us, and blot out the hand-writing, that 
is againſt us. Let us guard againſt the in- 
creaſe of our Sins in our health, that they 
ma not lie heavy upon our pillows, and fill 
our Souls with horror, and amazement in 

our laſt moments when God knows we are 


ö leaſt able to bear the Load. 


* 88 
* , 
2 

4 * 


Awake therefore, O Chriſtians, and now 
even now ariſe to Repentance and Righte- 
ouſneſs, leſt when we awake at the laſt 
Trumpet, and the tremendous Call and 

Vo0oice of God, we ariſe from our Graves 
and find ourſelves ſtanding in his awful Pre- 
ſence, clothed with ſhame, and confuſion, 
trembling at the expectation of his dreadful 
Sentence, and at length doomed to everlaſt- 
ing Woe, and Anguiſh, int heCompany of 
Devils, and Satan the grand Vecelve 
cuſer, and Tormentor. N 


Be perſuaded. O my Been to follow 
the advice n by the Son of Sirach in 
Eccle- 
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Bil efiaſticus xxl. 2. Flee rom Sin as 
from th Face of a Serpent, for the Teeth 
thereof are, as the Teeth of a Lyon, ſlaying 
the Souls of Aen. And cap. xviii. ver. 20. 
Before udgment examine 10 If, and in the 
Day of Viſitation thou ſhalt find Mercy ; 
bumble thyſelf before thou 5 Ack, and in the 
Time of Sins ſhew Repentance ; let nothing 
hinder thee to pay thy Vows in due Time, and 
defer not, fill Death, to be juſtified. 


This Advice} is extremely good and pro- 
fitable, and which, from the Bottom of my 
Heart, I recommend to you, and preſs upon 
you; and I do it the more earneſtly, becauſe 
it is in itſelf the moſt ſalutary Rule, and the 
moſt conducive to the ſure rendering you 
compleatly Happy, both here and hereafter; 
and for that Reaſon, is the beſt Advice I can 
poſſibly leave with you, now the Time ap- 
pr _— for my neperting from you. 


But! cannot quit this Place, without ex- 
preſſing my juſt Senſe of the Kind, and be- 
nevolent Treatment I have received from 
you, nor therefore paſs over this Opportu- 
nity, wie a publick Acknowledgment 
of my OY ons, and returning you my 
lincere and folemn Thanks for them. 


Would to God I . ſay I have in all 
things py the Duty incumbent upon 
me; 
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me; it 1s a very great and arduous one, and 
more Attention and Action are requiſite for 
it, than is eaſily to be ae 


God Almighty pardon all my] Defects, and 
rant that they may be fully made up, and 
e by the Care, and Abilities of my 
Succeſſor; and that all of you in your ſe- 
veral Stations, may chearfully aſſiſt him in 
the great and momentous Work of Refor- 
mation, and particularly in calling forth to 
the publick Service of God, thoſe of the 
poorer Sort of this Pariſh, on whom my 
Endeavours have not been ſufficiently pre- 
valent and ſucceſsful. Your good Example, 
(which I have juſt Cauſe to commend) mixt 
with gentle and repeated Admonitions, may, 
in Conjunction with the Zeal of your next 
Paſtor, effectually operate upon them; in 


Which Cale, you will not only contribute to 


the ſaving the precious Souls of theſe miſe- 


rable People, but alſo by ſo doing, endear 


yourſelves to the great Shepherd and Re- 
deemer of your own, 


My dearly beloved Brethren, I ſhall ever 
bleſs the great Diſpoſer of all Events that by 
his providence I have been amongſt you; 


and doubt not but by the ſame Providence 
though I now leave you, that I may how- 
ever find ſome opportunities to viſit you, 


and relieve the labours of my Brethren; 


and 
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and as 1 moſt earneſtly beſeech the Almighty 


to guide and proſper you, defend and ſhield 
you againſt all evil, eſpecially againſt Sin 
the worſt of all evils, and as my prayers 
are now and,ſhall (though abſent from you,) 
be nevertheleſs fervent with God, that his 
choiceſt bleſſings may attend you, ſo I 
hope and intreat your prayers and ſupplica- 
tions to God on my behalf, and that you 
would join with me, in befeeching our moſt 
gracious, and Heavenly Father, that we 
may at laſt. when this painful and gloomy 


life is over, meet together in thoſe bleſſed 


Regions of Light, and Eternity, where God 


will be pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf in un- 


ſpeakable glory, to all thoſe that obey his 


Laws, and commands; which God of his 


infinite Mercy grant may be the caſe of all 


of us through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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